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HIST594, Trimester 3 2014 
SECTION A 


Give an indication of the increasing presence of folklore societies and journals throughout the 
world, commenting on the current state of folklore scholarship and suggesting reasons for the 


renewal of interest in this academic field. 


Consider the definitions of the terms ‘tradition’/‘custom’ and ‘heritage’, and account for the 


different ways these terms relate to the encounter with folklore in Australia. 


Where writing is concerned with expressing an individual’s life experience, how might 
associated writing styles and subject matter tie in with folklore? Is there an interface between 


such writing and the practice of recording of folk traditions? 


Give an explanation of how dancing or folk music might be considered as 
constituting/recovering Australian Folk Life. Refer to activities and events that support this 


view. 
OR 


Account for the rise of interest in Australian folk-song, engaging particularly with ONE or 


TWO of the major music and poetry festivals that are held annually throughout Australia. 


In considering the growth of colloquial speech in Australia and its divergence from Standard or 
Current English, cite a selection of semantic changes or class registers and try to account for the 
drivers of this phenomenon. In your response, concentrate on commentators in this area, either 


T.A. Browne, E.E. Morris, or W.S. Ramson, and explain their significance. 
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SECTION B 


To what extent might resentment of civil authority be seen as a defining element of Australian 
identity? Can you suggest any other strong defining elements? Considering changing attitudes to 


identity, comment on at least TWO of the more significant shifts that have occurred. 
OR 


Appraise Russel Ward’s The Australian Legend in some detail and try to account for any 


changes of scholarly response to it since 1958. 


In a long Note on Public Festivals, assess the impact/achievement of a (distinctive) festival well 
known to you, including its sponsors, attendees and its significance within the Australian 


community. 


Discuss any TWO or THREE significant female folklorists, covering their stance, fieldwork and 
achievement, and giving examples from several areas where they have made distinctive/unique 


contributions. 


10. 


11. 


12. 
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SECTION C 


Over the past two decades there has been an expansion of interest in both family history and/or 
oral history. Try to account for the factors that have contributed to this trend, considering it 
both as a result of individual/family interest, and as having a wider origin that is both traditional 


and global. 


Identify various interfaces between folk/traditional culture and popular culture, with examples 


drawn from your own experience, wherever this may be possible. 


In view of Australia’s ever-increasing population, consider the effects of changed living 
conditions on the engagement of individuals and families with Australian folkloric traditions. In 
particular, reflect as to how these changes might alter perceptions of the land/environment, or 


affect the urban/rural balance. 


In a short essay, discuss another aspect of Australian folklore, which you have not already 


treated in an assignment or in any question already answered on this paper. 


Please remember - This examination question paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so may 


result in the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 
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